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Our vi si on - Good ground grows well. 

 
 

 

 

 
ST MARY’ S CHURCH OF ENGL AND PRI MARY SCHOOL  

 
Thr ough our Chri sti an ethos, we teach chil dren to hear, understand and li ve the wor d of God, hel pi ng the m t o 

gi ve back to the worl d as gl obal citizens. As every chil d i s uni quel y created in God’ s i mage, we nurture thei r 
i ndi vi dual devel opment thr ough a holi sti c appr oach to all aspects of life.  

 

SAFEGUARDI NG YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
 

Dat e poli cy accept ed by the Gover ni ng Body:   Aut u mn 2023 

Dat e f or revi ew:   Aut u mn 2026 

 

 
SAFEGUARDI NG YOUNG PEOPLE:  

A Re mi nder 
 

 
 

CONFI DENTI AL I NFOR MATI ON 
 

Confi denti al i nfor mati on about students must not be taken 
ho me or accessed remot el y 

Sept e mber 2023 
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If you suspect abuse, a child confi des i n you, or a compl ai nt is made about any adul t or about yourself, it is your duty to 

report the concer n.  

 

If a chil d tells you about abuse by someone el se:  

1.  All ow the chil d to speak wi thout i nterrupti on, accepting what i s sai d, wi thout aski ng any l eadi ng questi ons – do 
not ask chil d to wri te down any state ment  

2.  Off er i mmedi ate understandi ng and reassurance, while passi ng no j udge ment  
3.  Advi se that you will try and support but that you must pass the i nf or mati on on –  

YOU CANNOT KEEP I T A SECRET 
4.  I mmedi atel y tell the Saf eguar di ng Tea m  –use reporting system CPOMS  
5.  Wri te up your notes on the system 
6.  Conti nue to support the chil d 

 
The Stronger Fa mili es Hub is the new one stop shop f or all Earl y Hel p AND Saf eguar di ng ref erral s ( One ref erral, one 
phone nu mber, one email) 
 
Al l ref erral s are made by co mpl eti ng the Earl y Hel p Assess ment vi a the portal here - Chil dren Young Peopl e and Fa mili es 
Onli ne Servi ce ( hilli ngdon. gov. uk) 
 
Al l chil d pr otecti on ref errals shoul d be made vi a tel ephone (and then f oll owed up i n wri ti ng vi a the Earl y Hel p 
Assess ment the sa me day) 
The contact number f or the Hub i s now 01895 556006 and the email is strongerfa mili eshub @hilli ngdon. gov. uk   
Thi s repl aces the previ ous MAS H contact detail s. 
I nf or m school thi s has taken pl ace as soon as possi bl e 
 

If you rai se a concer n on CPOMS and no one sees you wi thi n the hour, go and fi nd one of the m i n person to make 
sure they have recei ved the message 

 
Ti me i s very i mportant – please do not wai t until the end of the day  

– by 3 p. m that chil d coul d be goi ng home to a very danger ous situati on  
 

You must refer; you must not i nvesti gate 
 

Desi gnated Persons f or Safeguar di ng –  
 

Desi gnated Saf eguar di ng Lead   Cl ai re Stangr oo m – Past oral Manager  

Ali son Nettl eshi p – Head of School  

Deputy Saf eguar di ng Lead   Tracey Hunt er – Past oral  Offi cer 
Rachel Bl ake – Executi ve Head 

 
 

SAFEGUARDI NG is EVERYONE’ S RESPONSI BI LTY 

Pl ease read ‘ Keepi ng Chil dren Saf e in Educati on’ Df E Sept 2021 Part 1 and 

Annex A caref ull y 

Al so read School SG Poli cy, Behavi our Pol icy and Staff Conduct Poli cy 

https://portal-ehm.hillingdon.gov.uk/web/portal/pages/home
https://portal-ehm.hillingdon.gov.uk/web/portal/pages/home
mailto:strongerfamilieshub@hillingdon.gov.uk
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What to do if: 

 

 

 

 

 Cat egori es of Abuse:  
 

Physi cal               Emoti onal  Sexual   Negl ect 

 

Chil d Pr otecti on - Keepi ng a chil d saf e from si gnifi cant harm 
Saf eguar di ng –      Keepi ng all chil dren saf e – 
4 pri nci pl es underl yi ng Saf eguar di ng:  

• pr ot ecti ng chil dren from mal treat ment  

• pr eventi ng i mpai r ment of childr en’ s ment al and physi cal heal th or devel opment  

• ensuri ng that chil dren are growi ng up i n circumst ances consi stent wi th the provi si on of saf e and eff ecti ve care 

• taki ng acti on to enabl e all childr en to have the best outcomes 
 

If you have to contact Chil dren’ s’ Servi ces directly yourself to ref er a concer n:  
 

1.  Cont act Eali ng (ECI RS) 
htt ps:// www. eali ng. gov.uk/i nf o/201183/i nf or mati on_f or_pr of essi onal s/1301/eali ng_chil drens_i nt
egrated_response_servi ce or 020 8825 8000 

2.  I nf or m SG tea m t hi s has taken pl ace as soon as possi bl e 

 

What happens next: 
1.  ECI RS deci de on appr opri ate acti on 

2.  Fi rst Response Tea m i nvesti gate  

3.  Co mpl ete a Secti on 17 i nvesti gati on – Chil d i n Need – support for chil d and fa mily or  

4.  Co mpl ete Secti on 47 enqui ry – possi bl e cri mi nal offence – Chil d Protecti on Pl an – support for chil d and 

fa mil y 

5.  E mer gency Poli ce Protecti on – if necessary to remove chil d from pl ace of har m f or li mi ted peri od of ti me 

6.  Care Proceedi ngs – very rare 

Earl y Hel p 
Everyone bei ng al ert to any issues and then accessi ng int er nal and / or external support for a young person bef ore 
the i ssues grow and they become at si gnifi cant ri sk of har m 

Those young peopl e at significant risk and need of Earl y Hel p : 
is di sabl ed and has specifi c addi ti onal needs;  
• has speci al educati onal needs;  
• i s a young carer;  
• i s showi ng si gns of bei ng dr awn i n to anti -soci al or cri mi nal behavi our, i ncl udi ng gang i nvol ve ment and associ ati on 
wi t h organi sed cri me groups;  
• i s frequentl y mi ssi ng/goes mi ssi ng from care or from home;  
• i s mi susi ng drugs or al cohol the msel ves;  
• Is at ri sk of moder n sl avery, traffi cki ng or expl oitati on;  
• i s i n a famil y circumst ance presenti ng chall enges for the chil d, such as substance abuse, adul t ment al heal th 
pr obl e ms or domesti c abuse;  
• has returned ho me to their famil y from care;  
• i s showi ng earl y si gns of abuse and/or negl ect;  
• i s at ri sk of bei ng radi calised or expl oi ted;  
• i s a pri vatel y fostered child.  
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SAFEGUARDI NG 
Desi gnated Offi cers for Saf eguar di ng 
  
(These are the staff to whi ch anybody who has a concer n about a student’ s well -bei ng or saf ety will ref er i mmedi atel y. These 
Desi gnat ed Staff will then make the deci si on about appr opri ate acti on and thi s maybe a ref erral to Chil dren’ s Servi ces)  
Desi gnat ed Gover nor f or Saf eguar di ng – Cl ai re Stangr oo m  
Poli cy – Saf eguar di ng poli cy i ncor porati ng Chil d Protecti on Poli cy i s on websi te – pl ease read 
Df E gui dance –‘ Keepi ng chil dren saf e i n educati on’ Sept 2023 – all staff gi ven headli ne bookl et i n Sept 2023 – pl ease read 
Al so read School SG poli cy, Behavi our Poli cy and Staff Conduct Poli cy  
All trai ni ng mat eri al s and docu ments on – STAFF ROOM – SAFEGUARDI NG boar d 

Chil d Pr otecti on Pl ans 
St udents are at ri sk of har m undergo a Secti on 47 i nvesti gati on (j oi nt poli ce and soci al care i nvesti gati on) and thi s may resul t i n 
the student bei ng pl aced on a Chil d Pr otecti on Pl an ( Core groups every 6 weeks and Case Conf erence after 3 mont hs then every 
6 mont hs) 
If the ri sk i s not so great the student may be subj ect to a Secti on 17 i nvesti gati on and then dee med to be a Chil d i n Need ( CI N) 
and pl aced on a Chil d i n Need Pl an accor di ng to the threshol ds used by Chil dren’ s Servi ces ( CI N Meeti ng every 3 mont hs) 
Staff are i nf or med about students on Chil d Protecti on Pl ans on a need to know basi s onl y. Head of school and SG Tea m have the 
f ull detail s, HoYs, Year Tea m Assi stant and tut ors are gi ven some backgr ound as are some staff on a stri ctl y need to know basi s.  
Earl y Hel p i s accessed to prevent har m and put i n support for fa mili es as soon as possi bl e – external agenci es etc  

(ECI RS) ref erral for m ( Eali ng’ s Chil dren’ s I ntegrated Response Servi ce) 
For students who are i n need of support from mor e than one agency and to co- or di nate inf or mati on and support by the 
compl eti on of a MASH ref erral for m – if concer ns about CP or need to access Earl y Hel p to prevent issues i n f uture 
                Poli ce Prot ecti on Order 
 Secti on 47 i nvesti gati on – crimi nal off ence may have taken pl ace 
 Secti on 17 i nvesti gati on – Child i n Need  
 School based i nterventi on 
 Earl y Hel p 

 

Physi cal I nterventi on – Positive Handli ng 
We have a duty of care to prevent any student har mi ng thems el ves or ot hers, but not if thi s puts us at ri sk of har m or the student. 
We must however be proacti ve i n stoppi ng any such acti ons e. g getti ng hel p, tal ki ng to a student etc.  
If i nterventi on i s necessary – it  must be ‘reasonabl e’ and ‘ proporti onal.’  See Physi cal I nterventi on Poli cy  
If a me mber of staff does have to i ntervene – they must talk through thei r acti ons wi th a me mber of the SG tea m and possi bl y fill 
out a Physi cal I nterventi on f orm.  It may be reported to the LA to ensure transparency 

 
Saf er Recr uit ment 

• There must be a Si ngl e Central Regi ster i n school  

• Short listi ng of candi dat es needs to be carri ed out bet ween the HOD and a staff me mber who has compl eted Saf er Recrui t ment 
trai ni ng ( usuall y SLT Li ne Manager) and ensure that a short listi ng gri d i s used.    

• I ntervi ew panel to consi st of a l east one me mber of staff who has compl eted SR trai ni ng and shoul d be at l east t wo members of 
staff.  Consi derati on gi ven as to whet her it is appr opri ate f or a student panel to be i nvol ved.   

• Any ver bal off er subj ect to satisfactory ref erences and DBS check 

• All staff must be DBS checked – vi sitors spendi ng regul ar ti me wi th students must provi de pr oof of DBS – seen and checked by 
HR Manager 

• Vol unt eers i n school must fill out offi ci al paper work – HR risk assess need f or enhanced DBS check 

• Gover nors, Headt eacher, SLT and HoDs must be s128 ( prohi bi ti on to manage) checked   

 

Vul nerabl e groups of students 

• St udents on Chil d Protecti on Pl ans / Chil dren i n Need 

• Looked After Chil dren  

• Adopted Chil dren 

• Tr avell er Chil dren  

• Young Carers  

• SEN students  

• St udents wi th di sabiliti es  

• St udents wi th medi cal condi tions  

• Ref ugees / Asyl um seekers 

• Pupil wi th a soci al worker  
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Ensuri ng students are saf e on school site 
 

• All vi sitors si gn i n at Recepti on and wear named Vi sitor badges 

• 1 poi nt of entry onl y duri ng school hours – buzzer syste m 

• All staff wear I D badges 

• All suppl y staff and vol unteers read and si gn SG and Staff Conduct poli cy at start of thei r day i n school  

• CCTV camer as and staff on duty at break ti me, l unchti mes and after school  

 

Br east Ironi ng  / Breast Fl atteni ng 
The practi ce of breast ironi ng is seen as a protecti on to gi rl s by maki ng the m see m ‘ chil d-like’ for l onger and reduce the li keli hood 
of pregnancy. Breast ironi ng is a f or m of physi cal abuse. Breast ironi ng does not stop the breasts from gr owi ng, but devel op ment 
can be sl owed down. Da mage caused by the ‘ironi ng’ can l eave wo men wi th mal f or med breasts, diffi cul ty breastf eedi ng or 
pr oduci ng mil k, severe chest pai ns, i nf ecti ons and abscesses. I n some cases, it may be relat ed to the onset of breast cancer 

' Honour' based abuse ( HBA) is a f or m of domesti c abuse whi ch i s perpetrated i n the name of ‘so call ed honour'. 

The honour code whi ch it refers to i s set at the di screti on of mal e rel ati ves and wo men who do not abi de by the 'rul es' are then 

puni shed f or bri ngi ng sha me on the fa mil y. FGM, Forced Marri age and Breast Ironi ng / Fl atteni ng are all types of abuse i ncl uded 

i n ‘so call ed honour- based’ abuse ( HBA)  

 

FGM – Fe mal e Geni tal Mutil ati on – report any concer ns to SG tea m –  

• CLI TORI DECTOMY - removal of the clitoral hood wi th or wi thout the re moval of the clitoris 

• EXCI SI ON - removal of the clitori s and parti al or total removal of the vagi nal li ps 

• I NFI BULATI ON - removal of the clitori s, vagi nal li ps and the stitchi ng of the vagi na, l eavi ng a 1- 2c m openi ng 

• Pi erci ng the clitori s, cauteri sati on, cutti ng the vagi na, i nserti ng corrosi ve substances, stretchi ng of the vagi nal li ps …….  
Ma ndat ory duty to report any known i nci dent of FGM t o the poli ce  

o FGM i s supported because it is a tradi ti onal practi ce that has exi sted i n a communi ty for gener ati ons. Many communi ti es 

beli eve that: 

o a gi rl needs to be cut i n order to marry well. 

o a gi rl who i s not cut i s seen as uncl ean and sexuall y promi scuous.  

o a gi rl who i s cut will make a good marri age because she i s thought to be cl eaner, heal thi er, mor e fertil e. She will be a 

vi rgi n until her weddi ng ni ght (as she i s seal ed cl osed). 

o even if parents understand the dangers and negati ve heal th i mpacts of cutti ng thei r daughter, they may still choose to do 

so as they percei ve the benefits as out wei ghi ng the di sadvantages.  

o Pr essure to conf or m to a soci al nor m 

o A cul tur al tradi ti on 

o Necessary part of rai si ng a gi rl properl y 

o FGM re moves the ‘ uncl ean’ and ‘ mal e’ parts of the geni talia resul ti ng i n a ‘cl ean’ and ‘ beautif ul’ wo man 

o Meant to ste m any sexual desires 

o Assur ance that the gi rl is a virgi n when marri ed 

o I ndi cat ors - FGM maybe about to happen… 

o Fa mi l y from a practi ci ng communi ty; 

o Extended holi day, parti cul arl y to a practi ci ng country;  

o Chil d i s goi ng to “become a wo man” or have a “speci al cel ebr ati on”;  

o Chil d may begi n to di spl ay a behavi our al change  
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ALLEGATI ONS AGAI NST STAFF -– any concer n about the behavi our of a me mber of staff must be reported i mmedi atel y to the 
HEADTEACHER ( not SG Tea m) or the AHT i n her absence 
Thi s will then be reported to the LADO - the Local Aut hori ty Desi gnated Offi cer and they woul d i nsti gate an i nvesti gation 
i nvol vi ng Poli ce, HR, Lead Officer CP 
 
 

 

The Equality Act 2010 – the Act protects i ndi vi dual s from unf ai r treat ment and promot es a fair and mor e equal soci ety and  
covers – age, di sability, gender reassi gnment, race, reli gi on or beli ef, sex, sexual ori entati on, marri age and ci vil partnershi p 
and pregnancy and mat er nity. These are call ed ` pr otected characteri sti cs 

 

SERI OUS CASE REVI E WS show most faili ngs i n SG due to: Fai l ure to act soon enough  - Poor recor d keepi ng - Fail ure to listen to 
the chil d - Fail ure to reassess - Shari ng i nf or mati on too sl owl y - Lack of chall enge to i nacti on 

British Val ues 

• de mocr acy.  

• the rul e of l aw.  

• i ndi vi dual li berty.  

• mut ual respect for and tol erance of those wi th different faiths and beli efs and f or those without f aith.  
 

 

PVE – Preventi ng Vi ol ent Extre mi s m and Radi calisati on – report any concer ns to Rachel Bl ake ( HT) 
Radi cali sati on ref ers to the process by whi ch a person comes to support terrori s m and f or ms of extre mi s m 
“The Prevent duty” – Df e 2015 – mandat ory duty to report such concer ns and ref er to Channel progra mme  
 

o “Extre mi s m” i s vocal or acti ve opposi ti on to f unda ment al Briti sh val ues, i ncl udi ng de mocr acy, the rul e of l aw, i ndi vi dual 

li berty and mut ual respect and tol erance of different faiths and beli efs. We al so i ncl ude i n our defi niti on of extre mi s m 

call s for the deat h of me mbers of our ar med f orces, whet her i n thi s country or overseas. Terrori st groups very often 

dr aw on extre mi st i deas developed by extre mi st organi sati ons  

o ‘Terrori s m i s an acti on that endangers or causes seri ous vi olence to a person/peopl e, causes seri ous da mage to 

pr operty, or seri ousl y i nterferes or di srupts an el ectroni c syste m. The use or threat must be desi gned to i nfl uence the 

gover nment or to i nti mi date the publi c and i s made f or the pur pose of advanci ng a politi cal, reli gi ous or i deol ogi cal 

cause’  

o School s can al so buil d pupil s’ resili ence to radi cali sati on by promoti ng f unda ment al British val ues and enabli ng the m to 

chall enge extre mi st vi ews. It is i mportant to e mphasi se that the Prevent duty i s not i ntended to stop pupil s debati ng 

controversi al issues. On the contrary, school s shoul d provi de a saf e space i n whi ch chil dren, young peopl e and staff can 

understand the ri sks associ ated wi th terrori s m and devel op the knowl edge and skills to be abl e to chall enge extre mi st 

ar gu ments 

o St aff shoul d be al ert to changes i n behavi our and act proporti onality – thi s may be DSL referri ng to Prevent.  
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Pri vate Fosteri ng arrange ments – must be reported to SG tea m  
 
If we become awar e that a pupil may be i n a pri vate f ostering arrange ment, where a child under the age of 16 ( or 18 if di sabl ed) 
is provi ded wi th care and acco mmodati on by someone to who m t hey are not rel ated i n that person’ s home, they shoul d rai se 
thi s i n the first i nstance wi th the desi gnated seni or person f or chil d protecti on. We will notify the l ocal aut hority of the 
ci rcumstances, and the l ocal aut hori ty will check that the arrange ment i s sui tabl e and safe f or the chil d.  
 

 

Ment al Heal th 
 
Pupil s: We pr omot e posi ti ve ment al heal th i n our pupil s and to i dentify and address those wi th l ess severe probl e ms at an earl y 
stage and buil d thei r resili ence. We recogni se that thi s may be an i ndi cat or of abuse, neglect or expl oi tati on. We are al so commi tted 
to i dentifyi ng and supporti ng pupil s wi th mor e severe needs and to hel p make appr opri ate ref erral s to speci ali st agenci es such as 
Chil d and Adol escent Ment al Heal th Servi ces ( CAMHS) TI ER 3 where necessary. Concer ns shoul d be reported to DSL i mmedi atel y 
Par ental Ment al Heal th: We recogni se that some parents with ment al heal th i ssues may experi ence diffi cul ti es at ti mes wi th thei r 
parenti ng responsi biliti es. We are commi tted to supporti ng such fa mili es and will endeavour to i dentify those who woul d benefi t 
from earl y hel p from l ocal servi ces and work wi th the m t o avoi d any adverse i mpact on thei r chil dren.   
 

Looked After Chil dren – LAC / CLA and Previ ousl y Looked After Chil dren – PLAC 
 
A Looked After Chil d (sometimes ref erred to as ' LAC' ) is a chil d who i s Accommodat ed by the l ocal aut hori ty ( under Secti on 20 
of 1989 Chil dren’ s Act – vol untary care as parents must agree), or  a chil d who i s the subj ect to an I nteri m Care Or der, f ull Care 
Or der or Emer gency Pr otection Or der; or a chil d who i s remanded by a court i nto l ocal aut hority accommodati on 
 
 

Chil dren wi th Di sabiliti es or Speci al Educati onal Needs 
 
We ensure that chil dren wi th di sabiliti es or speci al educati onal needs have exactl y the same hu man ri ghts to be saf e fro m abuse 
and negl ect, to be protected from har m and achi eve the same outcomes as non- di sabl ed chil dren.  We recogni se that di sabl ed 
chil dren do however requi re addi ti onal acti on because they can experi ence great er vul nerability as a resul t of negati ve atti t udes 
and because they may have addi ti onal needs rel ati ng t o physi cal, sensory, cogni ti ve and/or communi cati on i mpai r ments.  
 

Chil dren wi th Medi cal Needs 
 
See i ndi vi dual pl ans 
Sect 100 of Chil dren and Fa mi li es Act 2014 l egal duty on school s to put i n pl ace arrange ments to all ow pupil s wi th medi cal needs 
to parti ci pate i n school acti vities 
 
 

Chil dren Mi ssi ng Educati on- C ME 
 
LA must be i nf or med when a school is about to re move a chil d from roll under one of prescri bed categori es or i s consideri ng 
taki ng  a student off roll due to non- attendance and must make reasonabl e enqui ri es j ointl y wi th LA  to establi sh the 
wher eabouts of the student.  If a chil d i s mi ssi ng from 10 days or mor e the LA must be i nfor med.  
I ndi cat or of abuse / negl ect, possi bl e FGM 

PEER on PEER HAR MS  
 
Bull yi ng – physi cal - hitti ng, kicki ng, shaki ng, biti ng, hai r pulli ng, or other wi se causi ng physical har m 
Bull yi ng – ment al / emoti onal e. g na me- calli ng, isol ati ng 
Bull yi ng – cyber bull yi ng e. g soci al medi a, texti ng etc 

 

http://trixresources.proceduresonline.com/nat_key/keywords/accommodated.html
http://trixresources.proceduresonline.com/nat_key/keywords/interim_care_order.html
http://trixresources.proceduresonline.com/nat_key/keywords/care_order.html
http://trixresources.proceduresonline.com/nat_key/keywords/care_order.html
http://trixresources.proceduresonline.com/nat_key/keywords/emerge_prot_order.html
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E Saf ety Onli ne Saf ety 
The use of technol ogy has become a si gnifi cant component of many saf eguar di ng i ssues. Chil d sexual expl oi tati on; radi cali sati on; 
sexual predati on- technol ogy often provi des the pl atf or m that facilitates har m.  
The breadt h of issues cl assifi ed wi thi n onli ne saf ety is considerabl e, but can be categori sed i nt o three areas of ri sk:  
• cont ent: bei ng exposed to illegal, i nappr opri ate or har mf ul  mat eri al  
• contact: bei ng subj ected to har mf ul onli ne i nteracti on wi th ot her users  
• conduct: personal onli ne behavi our that i ncreases the li keli hood of, or causes, har m  
The school has appr opri ate filters and moni tori ng syste ms in pl ace and a BOYD poli cy as students have 3G and 4G access i n 
school. 
We wi ll foll ow and i mpl e ment the recommendati ons of Keepi ng Chil dren Saf e i n Educati on  and Teachi ng Onli ne Saf ety i n School - 
Gui dance supporti ng school s to teach thei r pupil s how to stay saf e onli ne, wi thi n new and exi sti ng school subj ect  - ( Df E June 2019). 
Wher e chil dren are bei ng asked to work mor e at home onl i ne, we have i ssued advi ce to chil dren and parents / carers and f oll ow 
the DFe gui dance: Saf eguar di ng and re mot e l earni ng   
 

 
Wher e chil dren ar e being asked t o work mor e at home onli ne, we have i ssued advi ce t o childr en and 
par ent s / car ers and f ol l ow t he DFe gui dance: Saf eguar di ng and remot e l ear ni ng   
 

Do mesti c Abuse 
Do mesti c Abuse i s a saf eguardi ng and chil d protecti on i ssue.  Any chil d or young person who has been wi tness to or i nvol ved i n 
i nci dents of domesti c abuse will have suff ered a degree of trau ma, li kel y to be at ri sk of emoti onal da mage and / or physi cal 
i nj ury. 
The cross- gover nment defi niti on of domesti c abuse i s; any inci dent or pattern of i nci dents of controlli ng, coerci ve, threat eni ng 
behavi our, vi ol ence or abuse bet ween those aged over 16 or over who are, or have been, i nti mat e partners or famil y me mbers 
regar dl ess of gender or sexual ity. The abuse can enco mpass, but is not li mi ted to psychol ogi cal, physi cal, sexual, fi nanci al and 
e moti onal  
All chil dren can wi tness and be adversel y affected by domesti c  abuse i n the cont ext of thei r home life where do mesti c abuse 
occurs bet ween fa mil y me mbers. Exposure to domesti c abuse and/ or vi ol ence  occurs bet ween fa mil y me mbers can have a  
seri ous and l ong l asti ng emotional and psychol ogi cal i mpact on chil dren. I n some cases, a chil d may bl a me the ms el ves for the 
abuse or may have had to l eave the fa mil y home as a resul t. 
Oper ati on Encompass operates i n the maj ority of poli ce f orces across Engl and. It hel ps poli ce and school s work toget her to 
pr ovi de e moti onal and practi cal hel p to chil dren. The system ensures that when poli ce are call ed to an i nci dent of domesti c 
abuse, wher e there are chil dren i n the househol d who have experi enced the do mesti c i nci dent, the poli ce will i nf or m the key 
adul t (usuall y the desi gnat ed saf eguar di ng l ead) i n the school bef ore the chil d or chil dren arri ve at school the f oll owi ng day. Thi s 
ensures that the school have up to date i nf or mati on about the chil d’ s circumst ances  and can enabl e support to be gi ven to the 
chil d accor di ng to need.  
 
Nati onal Do mesti c Abuse Hel pli ne 
Ref uge runs the Nati onal Domesti c Abuse Hel pli ne, whi ch can be call ed free of charge and i n confi dence, 24 hours a day,  on 0800 
2000 247. Its websi te provi des gui dance and support f or potenti al vi cti ms as well as those who are worri ed about fri ends and 
l oved ones. It al so has a f or m through whi ch a saf e ti me from t he tea m f or call can be booked 
 

Sexti ng – The ter m ‘ sexti ng’ is deri ved from texti ng and refers to the sendi ng of sexually provocati ve mat eri al (i ncl udi ng phot os, 
vi deos and sexuall y expli cit text) from moder n communi cation devi ces or appli cati ons, such as mobil e phones, tabl ets, e mail, soci al 
net worki ng sites and i nstant messagi ng servi ces.  
Under British l aw i t is ill egal and a seri ous cri mi nal offence to take, hol d or share ‘sexual " phot os of anyone aged under 18.  
 
Yout h Pr oduced I magery – sexual i mages produced by those under 18 – ill egal to have such i mages – UKCI S gui dance on 
managi ng such i mages – ‘ Aggravated’ (predat ory)     or        ‘Experi ment al’ (acci dental, one off mi stake)  

Staff must not vi ew i mages – thi s coul d result i n a ref erral to the LADO as by vi ewi ng the i mages,  you may 
have vi ewed sexual i mages of a chil d = ill egal   

- pass concer ns to SG tea m i mmedi atel y – they wi ll i nf or m the poli ce if necessary 
‘ Upski rti ng’  i nvol ves taki ng a pi cture under a person’ s cl ot hi ng wi thout the m knowi ng, wi th the i ntenti on of vi ewi ng thei r geni tal s 
or buttocks ( wi th or wi thout under wear) to obtai n sexual gratifi cati on, or cause the vi cti m humili ati on,  di stress or al ar m 
Under the Voyeuri s m ( Off ences) Act 2019 thi s carri es a maxi mu m 2 year sentence – any gender …….  
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CHI LD CRI MI NAL EXPL OI TATI ON - CCE 
CCE i s where an i ndi vi dual or gr oup takes advantage of an imbal ance of power to coerce,  control, mani pul ate or decei ve a chil d 
i nto cri mi nal acti vity: 
a) i n exchange f or somet hi ng the vi cti m needs or wants, and/or  
b) f or the fi nanci al or ot her advantage of the per petrat or or facilitator and / or  
c) through vi ol ence or the threat of vi ol ence.  
The vi cti m maybe cri mi nall y expl oi ted even if the acti vity appears consensual. 
CCE does not al ways i nvol ve physi cal contact; it can al so occur through the use of technol ogy – e. g money l aunderi ng 
CCE can i ncl ude chil dren bei ng f orced to work i n cannabi s fact ori es, bei ng coerced i nt o movi ng drugs or money across the country 
( County Li nes), forced to shoplift or pi ckpocket or to threaten ot her young peopl e 
It can occur as: 
    Forced Marri age    Forced cri mi nality   Organ harvesti ng    Debt bondage             Domestic servi tude   

  Labour expl oi tati on     Fi nanci al expl oi tati on   
I ndi cat ors:: 

• Pupil s who appear wi th unexpl ai ned gifts or new possessi ons 

• Pupil s who associ ate wi th ot her young peopl e i nvol ved i n expl oi tati on 

• Pupil s who suff er from changes i n emoti onal well bei ng 

• Pupil s who mi suse drugs and al cohol  

• Pupil s who go mi ssi ng f or periods of ti me or regul arl y come ho me l ate 

• Pupil s who regul arl y mi ss school  

• Hangi ng out wi th someone older 

• Bei ng angry, aggressi ve and viol ent 

• Weari ng cl ot hes or accessori es i n gang col ours 

• Spendi ng mor e ti me on soci al medi a and bei ng secreti ve 

• Maki ng mor e call s / texts possi bl y on new phone 

• Unexpl ai ned i nj uri es and ref usi ng medi cal hel p 

• Co mmi tti ng petty cri mes li ke shoplifti ng or vandali s m 

County Li nes  
ref ers to drug di stri buti on from ci ty to country and seasi de areas usi ng chil dren and vul nerabl e peopl e usi ng dedi cated mobil e 
phone net works 
County li ne gangs get chil dren to deli ver drugs around the county by usi ng coerci on,  i ntimi dati on, debt bondage, vi ol ence, sexual 
vi ol ence and weapons.  Prospecti ve runners are recrui ted and groo med by ot her young peopl e.  
Gangs use chil dren as they are cheaper, easi er to control and l ess li kel y to be pi cked up / prosecut ed by poli ce.  
Chil dren are easil y trapped as county li nes gangs create drugs debts and threaten seri ous vi ol ence and ki dnap towar ds vi cti ms 
and thei r famili es if they try and l eave the county li nes networ k 
  

CHI LD EXPL OI TATI ON – CSE and CCE 
Bot h CSE and CCE are f or ms of abuse and bot h occur wher e an i ndi vi dual or group takes advant age of an i mbal ance i n power to 
coerce, mani pul ate or decei ve a chil d i nto sexual or cri mi nal  acti vity. Whil st age may be the most obvi ous, thi s power i mbal ance 
can al so be due to a range of ot her factors i ncl udi ng gender, sexual i dentity, cogni ti ve ability, physi cal strengt h, status and access 
to econo mi c or other resources. I n some cases, the abuse wi ll be i n exchange f or somethi ng the vi cti m needs or wants and/or will 
be to the fi nanci al benefit or ot her advantage (such as i ncreased status) of the per petrator or facilitator. The abuse can be 
per petrated by i ndi vi dual s or gr oups.  
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What is meant by Goi ng country? 
 It means the act of travelli ng to anot her city/town to deli ver drugs or money.  
What is meant by trappi ng?  
The act of selli ng drugs. Trappi ng can ref er to the act of movi ng drugs from one town to anot her or the act of selli ng drugs i n one.   
What is meant by a trap house? 
A buil di ng used as a base from wher e drugs are sol d ( or someti mes manuf act ured). These houses usuall y are occupi ed by 
someone ( usuall y adul t drug users, a vul nerabl e person – SEN or OAP who have no say i n home bei ng taken over) and often  
young peopl e are f orced to stay i n trap houses and work 
What is meant by a trapli ne? 
Thi s ref ers to when someone owns a mobil e phone specifi call y f or the pur pose of runni ng and selli ng of drug.  
What is meant by cuckooi ng? 
Thi s i s when dr ug deal ers take over the home of a vul nerabl e i ndi vi dual (drug user, OAP, ol der person wi th l earni ng diffi cul ti es) 
and use it as thei r base f or sel li ng/ manuf act uri ng drugs. Commonl y, drug users are targeted and are off ered "free" drugs i n 
exchange.  
Si gns of cuckooi ng:  

- Si gns of drug use   -   mor e peopl e comi ng i n / out of property – mor e cars ./; bi kes outsi de pr operty – litter outsi de  -- 

usual home occupi er not seen so much as i s anxi ous when seen 

Money Mul es-  
Is a person (someti mes call ed a ‘s murf er’) who transf ers money ill egall y i n person, through a couri er servi ce or el ectronical l y on 

behal f of others  or maybe asked to set up a bank account that i s then used by cri mi nal gangs. 

Typi call y the ‘ mul e’ is pai d wi th a s mall amount of the money transf erred 
 
‘ SQUARES’ – Ter m f or fraud 
‘LOADI NG’ – Putti ng l arge a mounts of money i nto peopl e’ s accounts 
‘ DEETS’ – Short f or detail s, usuall y ref erri ng to bank accounts 
‘ RECEI PTS’ – Usi ng fraudul ent recei pts to gai n ref unds 

Moder n Sl avery  
someone f orced to work though ment al or physi cal threat. Owned and controll ed by an empl oyer though ment al or physi cal 
abuse or threat of abuse. Dehu mani sed and treated as a commodi ty. Restri cti ons on freedo m.  
Moder n Sl avery Act 2015 and Nati onal Ref erral Mechani s m – all LAs have to ref er concer ns 

Chil d Trafficki ng 
is defi ned as the ‘recrui t ment,  transportati on, transf er, harbouri ng or recei pt’ of a chil d f or the pur pose of expl oi tati on.  
Nati onal Ref erral Mechani s m – all LAs have to ref er concerns 

Ensuri ng students are saf e on school site 

• All vi sitors si gn i n at Recepti on and wear na med Vi sitor badges 

• 1 poi nt of entry onl y duri ng school hours – buzzer syste m 

• All staff and students wear I D badges 

• All suppl y staff and vol unt eers read and si gn Staff Conduct poli cy at start of thei r day i n school  

• CCTV ca mer as and staff on duty at break ti me, l unchti mes and after school  

 



11 
 

 What is groomi ng? 
Gr oo mi ng i s when someone buil ds a rel ati onshi p, trust and e moti onal connecti on wi th a chil d or young person so they can 
mani pul ate, expl oi t and abuse the m.  
Chil dren and young peopl e who are groo med can be sexual l y abused, expl oi ted or traffi cked.  
Anybody can be a groomer, no matter thei r age, gender or race. Gr oo mi ng can take pl ace over a short or l ong peri od of ti me – 
from weeks to years. Gr oo mers may al so buil d a rel ati onshi p wi th the young person' s fami l y or fri ends to make the m see m 
trust wort hy or aut hori tati ve.  
Types of groomi ng 
Chil dren and young peopl e can be groomed onli ne, i n person or bot h – by a stranger or someone they know. Thi s coul d be a 
fa mil y me mber, a fri end or someone who has targeted them – li ke a teacher, faith group l eader or sports coach. When a chil d is 
gr oo med onli ne, groomers may hi de who they are by sendi ng phot os or vi deos of ot her peopl e. Someti mes thi s'll be of 
someone younger than the m to gai n the trust of a "peer". They mi ght target one chil d onl i ne or contact l ots of chil dren very 
qui ckl y and wai t f or the m t o respond.  
The rel ati onshi p a groo mer buil ds can take different f or ms.  Thi s coul d be:  

o a romanti c rel ati onshi p 
o as a ment or 
o an aut hori ty fi gure 
o a domi nant and persi stent fi gur e.  

A groo mer can use the sa me sites, ga mes and apps as young peopl e, spendi ng ti me l earni ng about a young person' s i nterests 
and use thi s to buil d a rel ati onshi p wi th the m. Chil dren can be groo med onli ne through:  

o soci al medi a net works 
o text messages and messagi ng apps, li ke Whatsapp 
o e mail  
o text, voi ce and vi deo chats i n f orums, ga mes and apps.  

Whet her onli ne or i n person, gr oo mers can use tacti cs li ke:  
o pr et endi ng to be younger 
o gi vi ng advi ce or showi ng understandi ng 
o buyi ng gifts 
o gi vi ng attenti on 
o taki ng the m on tri ps, outi ngs or holi days.  

Gr oo mers mi ght al so try and isol ate chil dren from t hei r fri ends and fa mil y, maki ng the m feel dependent on the m and givi ng the 
gr oo mer power and control over the m. They mi ght use bl ack mail to make a chil d feel guilt and sha me or i ntroduce the i dea of 
'secrets' to control, fri ghten and i nti mi date.  
It' s i mportant to re me mber that chil dren and young peopl e may not understand they' ve been groomed. They may have 
compli cated f eeli ngs, li ke l oyalty, admi rati on, l ove, as well as fear, di stress and conf usi on.  
Si gns of groomi ng 
It can be diffi cul t to tell if a chil d i s bei ng groomed – the si gns aren' t al ways obvi ous and may be hi dden. Ol der chil dren mi ght 
behave i n a way that see ms to be "nor mal " teenage behavi our, maski ng underl yi ng probl e ms.  
So me of the si gns you mi ght see i ncl ude:  

• bei ng very secreti ve about how t hey' re spendi ng thei r ti me,  i ncl udi ng when onli ne 

• havi ng an ol der boyfri end or girlfri end 

• havi ng money or new thi ngs like cl ot hes and mobil e phones that they can' t or won' t expl ai n 

• underage dri nki ng or drug taki ng 

• spendi ng mor e or l ess ti me onli ne or on thei r devi ces 

• bei ng upset, wi thdrawn or di stressed 

• sexuali sed behavi our, l anguage or an understandi ng of sex that' s not appr opri ate f or thei r age 

• spendi ng mor e ti me away from ho me or goi ng mi ssi ng f or peri ods of ti me.  
Effects of groomi ng 
Gr oo mi ng can have bot h short and l ong-ter m eff ects. The impact of groomi ng can l ast a lifeti me, no matter whet her it 
happened i n person, onli ne or bot h.  
A chil d or young person mi ght have diffi cul ty sl eepi ng, be anxi ous or struggl e to concentrat e or cope wi th school work. They 
may beco me wi thdrawn, unco mmuni cati ve and angry or upset.  
Chil dren, young peopl e and adul ts may li ve wi th:  

o anxi ety and depr essi on 
o eati ng di sor ders 
o post-traumati c stress 
o di ffi cul ty copi ng wi th stress 
o self- har m 
o sui ci dal thoughts 
o sexuall y trans mi tted i nf ecti ons 
o pr egnancy 
o feeli ngs of sha me and guilt 
o dr ug and al cohol probl e ms  
o rel ati onshi p probl e ms wi th fami l y, fri ends and partners.  

 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-exploitation/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-trafficking/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/online-abuse/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/sex-relationships/sexual-behaviour-children/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/self-harm/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/depression-anxiety-mental-health/
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 Suspected I ndecent I magery Prot ocol  
 
‘I ndecent’ is not defi ned i n l egi sl ati on. For most pur poses, if i magery ( movi ng or still) contai ns a naked young 
person, a topl ess girl, and / or di spl ays geni tal s or sex acts, i ncl udi ng mast ur bati on, then it will be consi dered 
i ndecent. I ndecent i mages may al so i ncl ude overtl y sexual i mages of young peopl e i n thei r under wear.  
 

Confi scate it      Cl ose it down      Report it 

ALL STAFF 
If you have reason to beli eve, without l ooki ng, that there i s possi bility that there are i ndecent i mages on a 
personal mobil e devi ce you must ….  
 
Al ways … 

• Confi scate and secure the devi ce (s) 

• I nf or m the SG Tea m 

Never ….  

• Vi ew the i magery (if vi ewed acci dentall y al ways report hi s) 

• Send, share or save the mage any wher e 

• All ow students to do any of the above once you know about the i magery 

• Del ete the i magery unl ess di rected to do so by the DSL 

 
If the i magery has been shared across the school net work, a websi te or a soci al net work;  
Al ways.. 

• Bl ock the net work to all users and i sol ate the i magery 

• I nf or m the DSL 

Never … 

• Send or pri nt the i mage 

• Move the mat eri al from one pl ace to anot her 

• Vi ew the i mage outsi de of the prot ocol s i n SG poli cy 

• Del ete the i magery unl ess di rected to do so by DSL 

Addi ti onall y never … 

• Search the mobil e devi ce even i n response to an all egati on or di scl osure if thi s is li kel y to cause addi ti onal 
stress to the young person UNLESS there i s cl ear evi dence to suggest that there i s an i mmedi ate probl em 

• Pri nt out any mat eri al for evi dence 

• Move any mat eri al from one storage devi ce to anot her 
 
DSL ACTI ONS 
The DSL may ned to seek clarifi cati on of a di scl osure or all egati on after they have been made awar e of the 
concer n, but shoul d not conduct an i nvesti gati on. Full notes will be keep i n the young person’ s CPOMS fil e.  
Seeki ng cl arifi cati on may i nvol ve:  

• I dentifyi ng, wi thout l ooki ng, what the i mage contai ns and whet her anyone el se has been i nvol ved 

• Fi ndi ng out who has seen or shared the i mage and how f urther di stri buti on can be prevent ed 
The DSL must i mmedi atel y ref er to poli ce and / or chi l dren’ s soci al care if: 

• The i nci dent i nvol ves an adul t 

• There i s reason to beli eve that a young person has been coerced, bl ack mail ed or groomed, or if there are 
concer ns about thei r capacity to consent (for exa mpl e, owi ng to SEN)  

• What you know about the imagery suggests the cont ent depi cts sexual acts whi ch are unusual for the 
young person’ s devel op ment al stage, or are vi ol ent  

• The i magery i nvol ves sexual acts and any pupil i n the imagery i s under 13 

• You have reason to beli eve a young person i s at i mmedi ate ri sk of har m owi ng to the shari ng of the 
i magery, for exa mpl e, the young person i s presenti ng as sui ci dal or self-har mi ng 

 
FAI LURE to FOLL OW THI S PROCEDURE COUL D RESULT I N A REFERRAL TO the LADO 
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 Anti- Bull yi ng  
What is bull yi ng? 
“Bull yi ng i s behavi our by an i ndi vi dual or group, repeated over ti me, that i ntentionall y hurts anot her i ndi vidual or group 
ei ther physi call y or emoti onall y. Bull yi ng can take many f or ms (f or i nstance, cyber- bull yi ng vi a text messages, soci al medi a 
or ga mi ng, whi ch can i ncl ude the use of i mages and video) and i s often moti vated by prej udi ce agai nst particul ar groups, for 
exa mpl e on grounds of race, reli gi on, gender, sexual ori entati on, speci al educati onal needs or di sabiliti es, or because a chi l d 
is adopt ed, i n care or has cari ng responsi biliti es. It mi ght be moti vated by actual di fferences bet ween chil dren, or percei ved 
di fferences. ”  
Fr om t he Df E: Preventi ng and Tackli ng Bull yi ng: Advi ce f or Headt eachers, Staff and Gover ni ng Bodi es (2017) 
 
So me f or ms of bull yi ng are ill egal and shoul d be reported to the poli ce, these i nclude:  

• Vi ol ence or assaul t; 
• Theft;  
• Repeat ed harass ment or i nti mi dati on, e. g. na me calli ng, threats and abusi ve phone call s, email s or text messages, 

sexual harass ment and peer on peer abuse;  
• Hat e cri mes – any i nci dent whi ch the vi cti m, or anyone el se, thi nks i s based on so meone’ s prej udi ce towards the m 

because of thei r race, reli gion, sexual ori entati on, di sability or because they are transgender. (Pl ease ref er to the 
Equality Poli cy and Obj ectives). 

 
Cyber bull yi ng 
Cyber bull yi ng i s bull yi ng that happens onli ne. onli ne bull yi ng can f oll ow a chil d wherever they go, vi a soci al net works, 
ga mi ng and mobil e apps. It is i mportant to be vi gil ant and combat cyber bull yi ng as mor e young peopl e spend mor e of thei r 
ti me onli ne.  
Cyber bull yi ng can i ncl ude:  

• sendi ng threateni ng or abusi ve text messages 
• creati ng and shari ng embarrassi ng i mages or vi deos 
• trolli ng – the sendi ng of menaci ng or upsetti ng messages on soci al net works, chat rooms or onli ne ga mes  
• excl udi ng chil dren from onl i ne ga mes, acti viti es or fri endshi p groups 
• sha mi ng someone onli ne 
• setti ng up hate sites or groups about a parti cul ar chil d 
• encouragi ng young peopl e to self-har m 
• voti ng f or or agai nst someone i n an abusi ve poll 
• creati ng fake accounts, hij acki ng or steali ng onli ne i denti ti es to embarrass a young person or cause troubl e usi ng 

thei r na me 
• sendi ng expli cit messages, al so known as sexti ng 
• pr essuri ng chil dren i nt o sendi ng sexual i mages or engagi ng i n sexual conversati ons.  

Apps 
Her e are some exa mpl es of the mai n apps that young peopl e are currentl y usi ng (all of these have a mi ni mum age li mi t of 
at l east 13): 
So me you may have hear d of: YouTube, Snapchat, I nstagra m, Ti kTok, Whatsapp.  
And some you may not have hear d of: 

                                   
Ask.f m 
Thi s site l ets peopl e ask, give, and get ans wers to questi ons, all anony mousl y. The Q&A f or mat offers a uni que way of 
chatti ng, but al so a great opport uni ty for bulli es to anony mousl y reach teens online.     
Houseparty 
The concept of the Houseparty app i s si mil ar to that of a real houseparty - an opport uni ty f or teenagers to commune i n 
gr oups and soci ali se through li ve onli ne vi deo chats. Group chats can consi st of two t o ei ght peopl e at a ti me. As the group 
vi deo chats are li ve, it can be diffi cult to moni tor what is sai d or shown on screen, whi ch can be especi all y detri ment al for 
young users dependi ng on the di recti on of the conversati on.  
Li ve. me 
As wi th any li ve strea mi ng pl atf or m, there' s a huge ri sk that chil dren and adol escents may be exposed to i nappr opri ate 
cont ent. Li ve. me all ows its users to broadcast the msel ves i n li ve vi deos and watch li ve vi deos broadcasted by ot her users, 
and al so gi ves the m t he opport uni ty to earn virtual currency from thei r vi ewers. Peopl e usi ng the app can be contacted by 
any ot hers who' ve come across thei r cont ent.  
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Ki k Messenger  
Ki k Messenger all ows its users to i nstantl y message each ot her wi th ease. The app i s free to use when usi ng basi c 
feat ures, and there' s no limi t on the quantity of messages you can send. It' s possi bl e f or users of Ki k to chat to 
strangers if they' ve shared thei r Ki k userna me wi th the m. The app has been heavil y criti ci sed wi th regar ds to chil d 
saf ety.  
Whi sper 
Wi t h the Whi sper app, users can anony mousl y share "conf essi ons", al ongsi de an accompanyi ng pi cture. As 
conf essi ons on the app are anony mous, the cont ent that young peopl e usi ng the app may come across can be qui te 
di sturbi ng and may i mpact thei r self-estee m.  
 Monkey   
The whol e i dea behi nd the Monkey app i s to converse wi t h rando m strangers by shari ng thei r Snapchat userna mes. 
Whi l e users onl y communi cate wi th strangers over video f or 10 seconds at a ti me, there' s no telli ng who peopl e 
usi ng the app may be matched wi th f or a bri ef conversati on. Bef ore bei ng matched wi th a stranger, you' re pr ovi ded 
wi t h some i nf or mati on about the m, i ncl udi ng thei r age, gender and l ocati on. You can then deci de whet her or not 
you want to accept the chat or not.  
Si gns of bull yi ng 
No si ngl e si gn will i ndi cate for certai n that a chil d' s being bulli ed, but watch out for:  

• bel ongi ngs getti ng 'l ost' or da maged 
• physi cal i nj uri es, such as unexpl ai ned br ui ses 
• bei ng afrai d to go to school , bei ng mysteri ousl y 'ill' each mor ni ng, or ski ppi ng school  
• not doi ng as well at school  
• aski ng f or, or steali ng, money (to gi ve to whoever' s bull yi ng the m)  
• bei ng nervous, l osi ng confidence, or becomi ng di stressed and wi thdrawn 
• pr obl e ms wi th eati ng or sl eepi ng 
• bull yi ng ot hers. 

Eff ects of bull yi ng 
The effects of bull yi ng can last i nto adul thood. At its worst, bull yi ng has dri ven chi l dren and young peopl e to self-
har m and even sui ci de. Childr en who are bulli ed: 

• may devel op ment al heal th probl ems li ke depressi on and anxi ety 
• have fewer fri endshi ps 
• aren' t accept ed by thei r peers 
• are wary and suspi ci ous of ot hers 
• have probl ems adj usti ng to school, and don' t do as well. 
• All chil dren who are affected by bull yi ng can suff er har m – whet her they are bullied, they bull y others, or 

they wi tness bull yi ng.  


