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Dates/ Information
• 24th January: Elm Class 

swimming at 10am-parent 
volunteers welcome

• 25th January: Ash Class 
hearing tests

• 26th January: Elm Class 
litter picking-parent 

• volunteers welcome
• 31st January: Elm Class 

swimming at 10am-parent 
volunteers welcome

• 1st February: RE 
• ambassadors visit to St 

Paul’s Cathedral for annual 
service.

• 2nd February: St Mary’s 
Choir Young Voices Concert 
at Wembley Arena

• 9th February: Grey Willow-
Class litter picking-parent 
volunteers welcome.

• 

• 

• 

• 

Our Vision - ‘Good Ground Grows Well’
Through our Christian ethos, we teach children to hear, understand and live the word of God, helping them to give back 

to the world as global citizens. As every child is uniquely created in God’s image, we nurture their individual development 
through a holistic approach to all aspects of life.

Our Vision - ‘Good Ground Grows Well’

Attendance Champions
   Sapling Class 87.38%

Ash Class 88.37%
Beech Class 91.80%

Chestnut Class 91.36%

Elm Class 98.04%

  Field Maple Class 97.37%

   Grey Willow Class 96.79%

Update from Mrs Nettleship

At school this week we have been enjoying 
the sun, which has been a relief from last 
week’s cloudy days with rain. 

Today we had a photographer visit to take 
photos for our new website, so watch this 
space for more details.

We have had a busy week working on
organising the new school houses! 
The children have now been placed in 
them, we will be sending home a letter next 
week to let you know which house your 
child is in. 
Our first planned event for the school 
houses is a house reading competition to 
raise money for an outside library. 

God bless,

Mrs Nettleship

Notices:

• We need volunteers on Wednesday mornings to help walk the children to 
church and swimming. If you are able to help (even just on one occasion), 
please contact the school office. 

• If you need a DBS check to help in school or volunteer on trips please 
contact office@stmarysschoolng.org 

• All children must have wellies in school every day.



Chestnut Class have been 
writing effective sentences 
based on the book ‘Milo 
Imagines the World’ in our 
English lessons. In RE, we 
have learnt about Rosh 
Hashanah as part of our 
Judaism festival topic. In 
maths, the children have 
been making 
a pound and 
found change.

In Beech Class, we 
have continued to read 
Pinocchio in our English 
lessons. Then we wrote 
our own paragraph to 
explain what happened in 
the next part of the story. 
In maths, we are counting 
to 20 and we are learning 
how to spell 
the numbers.  

www.stmarysschoolng.orgwww.stmarysschoolng.org

Ash Class

Look at how 
busy we’ve 
been and 
how we’ve 
grown this 
week!

This week for Art & DT, we 
learnt about Vincent Van 
Gogh. We used foil and 
water paint to recreate 
the starry night painting. 
In literacy, we are 
learning to become 
creative writers 
using a variety of 
ways to introduce 
new vocabulary to 
enrich our work.

Beech Class Chestnut Class

Grey Willow Class have 
used creative skills to 
express themselves 
through art this week. We 
have also learnt about 
ratio in maths, analysed 
texts from our 
fantasy novel in 
English, and started 
planning our own 
fantasy story. 

This week in Year 5 we 
have been busy looking at 
transparency in a range 
of different objects. We 
used a light metre to 
measure the amount of 
light that passes through 
an object. We also looked 
at replicating an image in 
four different ways in art.

 Elm Class
Elm Class shared their 
holiday news with their 
peers and then completed 
a recount of this in 
their books. In maths, 
we worked on using 
the formal method of 
division. We also mind-
mapped initial ideas on 
where food comes 
from, and practised 
basketball skills.

Field Maple Class Grey Willow Class

This week’s nursery rhyme 
has been “5 currant buns in 
a baker’s shop”, along with 
reading the story ‘Little Red 
Riding Hood’ in phonics.
The children have enjoyed 
role playing with a bakery, 
and have been busy 
making puffy paint cakes 
and pasties for 
Little Red Riding 
Hood’s basket! 

Sapling Class



Every day counts!

If your child’s attendance during 
the school year is:

Your child will have lost: Or they will have missed:

95% 9 days 50 lessons
90% 19 days 100 lessons
85% 29 days 150 lessons
80% 38 days 200 lessons
75% 48 days 250 lessons

Holidays
Requests for holidays or requests for travelling to visit relatives will NOT be authorised under any 

circumstances. Please note this includes requests to visit relatives who are unwell.
 Families who take holidays or travel in term time will be issued with a penalty notice.

All children are expected to achieve 96% attendance.
•	 Attendance of 96% is regarded as good by Ofsted.
•	 Attendance below 96% is cause for concern and needs improvement.
•	 Children with attendance below 90% are regarded as persistent absentees and can be re-

ferred to the Educational Welfare Officer.
•	 Every day counts!

Exceptional or special leave
In exceptional circumstances, parents/carers must make a request to the Headteacher. Please note that it is very 
unusual for the Headteacher to be able to authorise absence from school. 
It is vital that requests are made before making any bookings and documents must be provided to support the 
application. 
In making the decision, the Executive Headteacher will consider the reasons for the absence, your child’s current 
attendance percentage and any previous applications and absences.



St Mary’s School, Norwood Green: Dates for Spring Term 2023-2024

Monday 8th January Term Starts
Wednesday 10th January Swimming Elm Class-10.00am
Thursday 11th January Parent Tour for new Nursery and September 2024 Reception intake at 

9.30am
Friday 12th January Field Maple Class-Police talks
Wednesday 17th January Swimming Elm Class-10.00am
Wednesday 24th January Swimming Elm Class-10.00am
Thursday 25th January Hearing Tests – Ash class
Friday 26th January Elm Class Litter Picking – 1.00pm
Wednesday 31st January Swimming Elm Class-10.00am
Friday 1st February R.E. Ambassadors to visit St Paul’s Cathedral for Annual Service
Friday 2nd February Young Voices-St Mary’s Choir
Wednesday 7th February Swimming Elm Class-10.00am
Thursday 8th February Parent Tour for new Nursery and September 2024 Reception intake at 

9.30am
Thursday 8th February Elm Class Assembly 2.30pm – parents welcome
Friday 9th February Grey Willow Class Litter Picking – 1.30pm
Friday 9th February End of Term - finish at 3.00pm
Monday 12th January Half Term – 12th-16th February
Monday 19th February School begins
Wednesday 21st February Swimming Elm Class-10.00am
Wednesday 28th February Swimming Elm Class-10.00am
Friday 29th February Parent Tour for new Nursery and September 2024 Reception intake at 

9.30am
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Ealing Mental Health Support Team

PRE AND POST-ATTENDANCE GUIDE

WORKSHOPS FOR
PARENT/CARERS

SPRING TERM 2024

Over the spring term, Ealing
Mental Health Support Team will

be running a variety of
workshops for parents and

carers of children who attend a
school in Ealing. 

If  you would like to sign up to one of our
workshops, please do so on the below

website or scan the QR code. If you have any questions,
please do email us on:
Ealing.mhst@nhs.nethttps://forms.gle/jmUT9kJNRPNdBUAh6

Step 1
Use our QR code to

sign up for a
workshop(s) of your

choice

Step 2
You will be emailed a
Microsoft Teams link

several days before the
workshop

Step 3
You’ll receive another
email reminder on the

morning of the
workshop

Step 4
All workshops start promptly on the

time advertised. Please note we
cannot guarantee access to the

workshop if sign up is on the day so
do sign up as early as possible

Step 5
To ensure you receive resources

from the workshop you have
attended, please complete the

feedback form provided at the end
of the session










